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nor accused of it: for it is not the lie he tells, but the lie he is told of, that dishonours him. In that case he demonstrates his veracity by his sword or his pistol, and either kills or is killed with the greatest
HONOUR.
He may abuse and starve his own wife, daughters, or sisters, and he may seduce those of other men, particularly his friends, with inviolate HONOUR, because, as Sir John Brute* very justly observes, he wears a sword.
By the laws of HONOUR, he is not obliged to pay his servants or his tradesmen; for, as they are a pack of scoundrels, they cannot without insolence demand their due of a gentleman: but he must punctually pay his gaming-debts to the sharpers who have cheated him; for those debts are really debts of HONOUR.
He lies under one disagreeable restraint; for he must not cheat at play, unless in a horse-match: but then he may with great HONOUR defraud in an office, or betray a trust.
In public affairs, he may, not only with HONOUR, but even with some degree of LUSTRE, be in the same Session a turbulent patriot, opposing the best measures, and a servile courtier, promoting the worst; provided a very lucrative consideration be known to be the motive of his conversion: for in that case the point of HONOUR turns singly upon the quantum.
From these premises, which the more they are considered the truer they will be found, it appears that there are but two things which a man of the nicest HONOUR may not do, which are, declining single com-
* In The Provoked Wtfe of Vanbrugh.